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To set the scene in a story, English uses the past 
continuous to describe the background situation,  
and descriptive adjectives to say what a place is like.

New language  Past continuous

Vocabulary  Adjectives to describe places

New skill  Setting the scene for a story

Setting the scene

READ THE STORY AND WRITE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS  
AS FULL SENTENCES

KEY LANGUAGE PAST CONTINUOUS FOR SCENE-SETTING
The past continuous is formed the 
same way when setting a scene as for 
describing past actions in progress.
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MATCH THE DEFINITIONS 
TO THE WORDS

READ THE DIARY AND FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS  
IN THE PANEL

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND 
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

You will hear the beginning  
of a short story.

CHECKLIST

 Past continuous   Adjectives to describe places    Setting the scene for a story  
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